
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By Elizabeth Evans 



•Including content in lessons makes them more 

interesting and contributes to children’s social cognitive 

and psycological development. 

•Children’s knowledge and understanding of the world 

increases and at the same time they develop the ability 

to use language as a tool with which to investigate, 

analyse and describe the world. 

•Learning the foreign language is not isolated from 

other areas of the curriculum.  



•Through the organisation of the syllabus and learning 

based on topics from other areas of the curriculum. Topics 

provide opportunities for meaningful, experiential learning 

that appeals to different intelligences and learning styles. 

•Through the organisation of the syllabus and learning 

based on stories. 

•Through the use of content based activities  from other 

areas of the curriculum that relate or fit in to an existing 

language-based-syllabus. Activities should be purposeful 

and should include opportunities for investigative, factual 

enquiry and for creative, immaginative work. 



•A song  

•The Project – Is a seahorse a horse? 

• An underwater legend 

•Sea shells 
 
•Creating an underwater 

  environment  
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
I'd like to be under the sea 
In an octopus‘s garden in the shade 
He'd let us in, knows where we've been 
In his octopus‘s garden in the shade 
 
I'd ask my friends to come and see 
An octopus‘s garden with me 
I'd like to be under the sea 
In an octopus' garden in the shade. 
 
We would be warm below the storm 
In our little hideaway beneath the waves 
Resting our head on the sea bed 
In an octopus‘s garden near a cave…. 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgPqmRNjoTE  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgPqmRNjoTE


 

We would shout and swim about 
The coral that lies beneath the waves 
(Lies beneath the ocean waves) 
Oh what joy for every girl and boy 
Knowing they're happy and they're safe 
(Happy and they're safe) 
 
We would be so happy you and me 
No one there to tell us what to do 
I'd like to be under the sea 
In an octopus‘s garden with you. 
 
 We would sing and dance around 
because we know we can't be found 
I'd like to be under the sea 
In an octopus‘s garden in the shade. 
 

 



Is a seahorse a horse? 

 

 

Clil project 

Class 4A - 4B 



Foreword 

   This project was part of a main science 

project in which the pupils were involved 

over the school year in question. 

   It’s aim was to offer the pupils a new 

experience in which they were able to 

explore the amazing world of nature 

through the medium of the English 

language. 

 



Foreword 

   The idea of starting this clil adventure came up 

when the two classes involved went on a trip to            

“Oltremare”, a famous waterpark in Rimini, Italy. 

   The children had a wonderful experience and the 

impact with that enviroment was fantastic. As 

you know kids are fascinated by sea animals 

and their habitats.They were keen to learn more 

about everything connected with this theme so 

we took full advantage of this visit.  



Formative goals  

• To encourage investigation 

• To collect, analyse, interpret and record 
information 

• To contribute to group work 

• To promote collaborative learning within 
the class 

• To be able to get round problems 

• To be able to use different tools,media and 
particularly ICT 

 



Linguistic goals 

• To understand written texts downloaded 
from the internet , taken from books or 
magazines for children. 

• To be able to select material and take 
notes 

• To be able to use the foreign language to  
label pictures, write simple descriptions 
and create a story which could then be 
performed 



Methods and procedure 

• Methods :  

   Cooperative learning, autonomous 

learning, community language learning, 

active learning , scaffolding. 

• Cognition:  

   Community – Content - Communication. 



Organisation and timing 

 

• Timing – four weeks 

 

• Organisation – whole class, group work 

and individual work 



Language path 

• In order to help children work easier on the 

project we planned a language learning 

path. 

Language items : (Black words) 

Parts of the body: eye, body,snout, 

prehensile tail/bony skeleton… 

It has got/ it looks like/can look forward-

backward/hold on to/it’s…cm long.. 



Procedure 

Step 1 

We started the project by asking the children 

questions about their experience in the 

water park : What can you say about your 

trip to Oltremare? What’s Oltremare? 

What can you see in this water park? 

What kind of animals live in 

Oltremare?etc. 



Procedure 

Step 2 

The children were put into groups and they 

were asked to create a mind map about 

“Oltremare”. 

 



Oltremare 

Water park 

Riccione dolphins 

Other animals 

Birds, 

crocodiles, 

fish,bugs,turtles 

farm 

3d movies 

dinosaurs 



Procedure 

Afterwards each group spoke about their mind 
maps and wrote down a very simple paragraph 
about it. 

“Oltremare is a water park in Riccione. 

 You can see dolphins and other animals such as 
birds, crocodiles, fish, bugs, turtles etc. 

There’s a farm too where you can spend some 
time. 

In the water park you can also watch amazing 3D 
movies about dinosaurs. It’s great fun!” 



Procedure 

• Step 3 

As most children were interested in seahorses, we 
decided to work on them. 

We attached a coloured picture of a seahorse on 
the board and wrote the following question 
above it: 

“Is a seahorse a horse?”. 

We continued by asking other questions i.e. “ Why 
is it called in this way? Does it really look like a 
horse? If yes, how is it similar to a horse?”. 



Procedure 

We showed the children the following 

pictures on the interactive board and 

asked them to discuss similarities and 

differences between the two animals 

 



Procedure 

These are the results of their discussion. 

Similarities 

Their bodies have the same shape.Their 

necks are long and their snouts look the 

same. 

Both have got a long tail. 

Differences 

The seahorse’s body is hard outside 

whereas the horse is covered with a 

furry skin. 

The seahorse has got a dorsal fin , 

the horse has a mane. 

The horse has got a hairy tail. 

They live in different habitats : the 

seahorse underwater and the horse on 

land 



Procedure 

• Step 4 
Afterwards we provided the children with the following pictures and asked them 

to focus their attention on the animals’ eyes : 

 

We asked : two of these animals have eyes which move in the same 

way. Can you guess which ones they are? 



Procedure 

 chameleons and seahorses’ eyes move independently 

from each other. The right eye can look forward while the 

left eye looks back. 

In this way, seahorses  can save themselves  from 

predators. 



Procedure 
Step 5 

At this step we focused the 

children’s attention on the parts 

of a seahorse’s body. We 

showed them a picture,  taught 

them the scientific words  and 

labelled   the parts of the body. 



Pectoral fin 

Dorsal fin 

Prehensile tail 

snout 

eyes 

keel 

Bony 

skeleton- 

hard outer 

body 

covering 



A Seahorse is a small fish .It 

has a hard outer body covering 

called "Bony Skeleton”. It 

hasn’t got scales. There are 

about 50 different species of 

seahorses around the world.  

Classification: 

 Kingdom: Animals 

 Class: bony fish  

Family: pipe fish  

Genus: Hippocampus ( "horse sea 

monster" in Greek).   

 



Anatomy: Seahorses have a long, 

horse-like head called hence and a 

prehensile tail. A seahorse’s  tail is very 

important for its survival.because it is 

used like a hand. 

It helps the seahorse hold on to sea 

plants while it looks for food. 

It also helps them to hold on to each 

other.  

Habitat  It lives in seaweed  in warm 

water.It can’t swim very fast. It can 

can change its colour  in order to 

hide from its enemies.  

 



Reproduction: The 

female seahorse 

produces eggs, but 

they are held inside 

the male's body until 

they hatch; he is 

pregnant for about 40 

to 50 days. A male 

pregnancy is unique 

to The sea horse.  

 



At the end of the project, the children were asked to talk 

about their power point presentation. They planned a 

science lesson on seahorses and explained everything  

they had learnt about the theme to their fellow students. 

To accomplish this task they used  pictures downloaded 

from the internet as well as their power point 

presentations. 

The results were extremely positive  and their motivation 

raised considerably. 

The children have achieved  a good fluency in English 

and learnt how to do research by using authentic 

material. 



Time for fun 

At the end of the project, just fun, the 

children decided to create a short story. 

The story was put onto power point and 

finally performed. 



In the wonderful world of underwater two 

seahorses meet and become friends 

Hello. 

What’s your 

name? 

Hello, my 

name’s Sandy. 

And you? 



I’m Simon. 

How old are 

you? I’m nine and 

you? 

I’m 

nine,too 



Where 

do you 

live? 

In a cave in the 

bay 

I live in the 

seaweed 



Look, a shark! 

It’s Sam!!!! 

Mmmm… 

My favourite 

food! 



Quick! Let’s  

hide in the 

seaweed ! 

Come here, I 

want to eat 

you! 



We are safe 

now! 

Goodbye Sam ! 

Blast! 

No more 

seahorses for 

lunch… 





Kelpie - Celtic Water Horse  
 
   The Kelpie water horse is a creature that traditionally 

inhabits Scottish streams and rivers.  
   In its horse form it might water near a river or a loch to 

tempt a weary traveller into riding it across to the other 
side. It looks like a gentle pony, but anyone foolish enough  
to mount one of these Celtic Spirits is carried off into the 
river and drowned.  
It can shape shift into the human form whenever necessary, 
leaping up behind solitary travellers and frightening them to 
death however, the Kelpie’s favourite shape, is that of a 
young horse and its favourite trick is to lure travellers onto 
its back and then dive with them into a deep river or a loch.  

        When it hits the water, its tail makes a sound like 
thunder and then the Kelpie vanishes in a flash of lightning. 
It is believed that the poor unfortunate victim is then torn  
to pieces and devoured.  

 
 







http://www.thehelix.co.uk/discover-helix/the-kelpies/  

http://www.thehelix.co.uk/discover-helix/the-kelpies/
http://www.thehelix.co.uk/discover-helix/the-kelpies/
http://www.thehelix.co.uk/discover-helix/the-kelpies/
http://www.thehelix.co.uk/discover-helix/the-kelpies/
http://www.thehelix.co.uk/discover-helix/the-kelpies/


Sea shells 



Mollusks - Seashells 

• Seashells belong to the kingdom Mollusca. 
Most Mollusca are soft fleshy slug like 
creatures that have a hard external 
skeleton like structure to help protect 
them. 

• Mollusca can be found in both salt and 
fresh water, as well as on the land (snails). 
In the oceans, this structure is known as a 
seashell. 



Seashell identification guide 

 

GASTROPOD seashells  –    (Nutmeg)   

                                                 

These are univalve seashells that are not 
hinged or joined together. 

 

BIVALVE seashells   -   (Zigzag scallop) 

 

 These are 2 pieced seashells that are 
hinged.  

     http://www.lucylearns.com/identifying-sea-shell.html 

http://www.lucylearns.com/identifying-sea-shell.html
http://www.lucylearns.com/identifying-sea-shell.html
http://www.lucylearns.com/identifying-sea-shell.html
http://www.lucylearns.com/identifying-sea-shell.html
http://www.lucylearns.com/identifying-sea-shell.html


Shell Families 
 

 

 

CONIDAE 

 

Cone shells almost all have bright and interesting 

colour patterns. 

http://www.seashell-collector.com 

                                              

                                             

                                             PECTINIDAE 

 

    Pecten shells are colourful and much 

saught after by collectors. 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/word-games/label-the-picture/sea-animals  
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Is a Sea horse 

a horse? 

Science Language 

ICT 

Art and 

craft 

Music 

Topic web 



Science 

• Identifying the characteristics of  sea 

creatures. 

• Identifying food and habitat 

• Identifying seashells 

• Special features of seahorses 



Language 

• Labelling pictures of seahorses 

• Writing or completing descriptions of 

seahorses 

• Creating a story about seahorses 

• Telling a story about a mythological sea 

creature 

 



ICT 

• Using the internet to download 

information on seahorses and to 

create a story. 

• Writing a story board on power point. 

 

 



Art and craft 

• Making a cut out mobile 

• Making a model of an underwater 

enviroment 

• Making a mini book 

 



Music 

• Singing songs about the sea 

• Making music with shells 



• http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/home  

 

• http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education 

 

• http://www.nhm.ac.uk/  

 

     http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/word-

games/label-the-picture/sea-animals  
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            Elizabeth Evans 
 
E-mail - numanaglasgow@gmail.com 


